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This second volume concludes the publication of 
the proceedings of the conference Pithekoussai and 
Euboea, between East and West held in Lacco Ame-
no (Ischia, Naples) May 14-17, 2018. While the first 
book was devoted to Greece (Euboea, Boeotia, North 
Aegean, Northern Greece) and the Eastern (Levant 
and Cyprus) and Central-Western (Sardinia, Spain 
and Tunisia) Mediterranean, the second focuses on 
Italy (Pithekoussai, Cumae, Magna Graecia and Sic-
ily). It is thus intended to provide a picture, hopefully 
as complete as possible, of current archaeological 
knowledge, which will help to better focus on the im-
portance and influence of the Euboean component in 
the early stages of Greek colonization, as well as in 
the earlier so-called “pre-colonial” phase.

The time that has elapsed since the publication 
of the first volume due to editorial complications, 
as well as more general contingencies, has led to 
the contributions presented at the 2018 conference 
being updated with the most recent findings and to 
the inclusion of new contributions.  While not ini-
tially planned, these are relevant, in our opinion, to 
the topics discussed. In fact, in the run-up to publi-
cation, we have deemed it appropriate to give 
space to some novelties that have emerged con-
cerning Pithekoussai with the revisiting of the con-
text of the so-called Tomb 168 (T.E. Cinquan-
taquattro and B. d’Agostino); Cumae with the data 
that have emerged from the most recent excava-
tion campaigns (M. D’Acunto et al., together with 
A.C. Cassio on the question of the origin of writ-
ing and M. Botto on Phoenician and Sardinian 
trade in 8th century BC Campania); Aeolian Cumae 
(L.A. Scatozza Höricht).

PREFACE TO VOLUME II

Teresa E. Cinquantaquattro, Matteo D’Acunto

At the conclusion of this work, we feel it is our 
duty to emphasize how important the involvement 
of several parties was for the success of the Con-
ference and the publication of the two tomes. Our 
deepest gratitude goes to the “Soprintendenza Ar-
cheologia, Belle Arti e Paesaggio” for the Metro-
politan area of Naples of the Ministry of Culture. 
This institute, by taking charge of the protection 
and enhancement of cultural heritage and the land-
scape, has strengthened its activities through its 
relationship with universities and research institu-
tions, and at the same time, has believed in the 
need for the involvement of local communities. 
This endeavor would not have been possible with-
out the University of Naples “L’Orientale”, which 
has ingrained in its tradition research and studies 
on the earliest phases of Greek colonization in the 
West and which has taken responsibility for the 
publication of the Proceedings. We would also like 
to express gratitude to the Municipal Administra-
tion of Lacco Ameno, which has understood how 
our archaeological heritage can constitute, togeth-
er with natural resources, a central element for the 
growth of the territory, in which it is necessary to 
believe and invest concretely.

In addition to the thanks already expressed in 
the introduction to the first volume, we are also 
extremely grateful to the new “Soprintendente” for 
the Metropolitan area of Naples, Mariano Nuzzo, 
who has ensured continuity in research activities 
and ongoing collaborations. We would like to 
thank once again Maria Luisa Tardugno, an ar-
chaeologist who carries out her onerous task with 
competence and passion. We are grateful to the 
two Magnificent Rectors of the University of Na-



Teresa E. Cinquantaquattro, Matteo D’Acuntox

Pithekoussai (Ischia, Lacco Ameno), the site from northwest: the acropolis of Monte di Vico and the bay of San Montano, on the back-
ground the Procida channel with the islet of Vivara, and left Cape Misenum and behind Mount Vesuvius (photo: courtesy of © Gianni 
Mattera)

ples “L’Orientale”, Elda Morlicchio and Roberto 
Tottoli, and to the two Directors of the Department 
of “Asia, Africa e Mediterraneo”, Michele Bernar-
dini and Andrea Manzo, who have succeeded each 
other in recent years, firstly for their support of the 
conference and secondly for the publication of the 
proceedings in the departmental journal AION An-
nali di Archeologia e Storia Antica.

We would also like to thank all the authors who 
responded with great enthusiasm, commitment and 
critical spirit to the challenge of conceiving a new 
publication, reflecting the many new developments 
and reading perspectives which have enriched our 
knowledge of Euboea and the Euboean phenome-
non, since the 1998 edition of the Euboica volume.

As at the conference, the conclusions have been 
drawn by Carmine Ampolo and Catherine Mor-
gan. We are especially grateful to them for sum-
ming up the many aspects, realities, and problems 
that are interwoven in Pithekoussai and Euboea 
between East and West.  

We would also like to thank Mariano Cinque 
(University of Napoli L’Orientale, UniorPress) for 

his excellent work on the page layout of the vol-
ume and for his constant support, as well as Chiara 
Improta, Cristiana Merluzzo and Francesco Nitti 
for their careful and tireless work during the publi-
cation process, in particular in improving images 
of several contributions.

We would like to mention that the publication 
of the second volume would not have been possi-
ble without the careful editorial work of Federica 
Iannone and the proofreading of the English by the 
latter and by Gina Di Muro. Our heartfelt thanks 
go to them.

Finally, we would like to remember, on behalf 
of all the scholars who participated in the con-
ference and the publication of Euboica II, Marco 
Rendeli, who left us on 15 November 2022: he 
contributed so much to renew our interpretation of 
the Euboean phenomenon, from a broader, Medi-
terranean perspective, and in a system of peer rela-
tions, which saw Phoenician, Sardinian, Etruscan 
and indigenous groups in the different regions bor-
dering the Mediterranean as co-players.
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